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thermal cycler
(left) is used during
a polymerase chain
reaction (PCR).
PCR amplifies the
number of copies of
DNA and can assist
in diagnosis of
infections caused
by microbes that
are difficult to
culture, such as
Chlamydia

trachomatis (right).
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C. trachomatis
causes chlamydia,
the most common
sexually
transmitted disease
in the United
States, and
trachoma, the
world’ s leading
cause of
preventable
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- Test ...
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shouldn’ t leave the
topic of microbial
genetics without at
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acquire genes and
thereby undergo
the process of
recombination. In
recombination, a
new chromosome
with a genotype
different from that
of the parent
results from the
combination of
genetic material
from two

organisms.
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subsequent
generations of cells
or passed between
organisms and how
the expression of
their information
within n organism
determines the
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that organism.
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information is
carried and
replicated:
Genetics: The
genetic information
within a cell:
Genome: A cell's
genetic information
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? They contain
DNA.
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